Even as the nation listened |

earlier this vear (o the impas-
sioned, fearful pleas for help
by Nicode Brown Simpson on
the now [amous “911 tapes,”
Annie continned o hl:'l.it-w;e
shie deserved her boyiriend's
beatings

1 was confused.” said the
22-year-ald East County
woman. “How could some-
body who loves me hurt me? |
thought it was my fawlt"™

That was in February. In
lave May, Annie, who asked
for anomymity, joined the
ranks of the more than one
million women in the Unived
States who annually requine
maedical treatment because of
batering. Her boyiriend
smashed her in the face,
breaking her nose and slicing
hier lip. Fortunately, someons
in a nearby apartment com
plex called 911, and she was
taken 1o an eMEergency rom.

Doctors did what they
could 1o put her (ace back ro-
gether, but Annde was left
with blocked nasul passages,
simus probdems, headaches
and a crooked nose,

“Tt's hesen difficult o
cope,” she sadd. *Every day 1
had o walke up and put my
makeup on and look in the
mirror and it a constant re-
mander of what he did.”

Thanks o a program
which helps battered women
with facial injuries, she won
have that reminder anymore.
Through the district agtor-
ney's office, which sent her
bovfriend back vo jail for at
lisast eight years (he had been
on parobe), Annie learmed
about the National Domestic
Violence Project of the Amer-
wcan Academy of Facial Flas-
tic and Reconstructive
Surgery.

The program was found-
ed lust year by dociors who
want to help women who
need surgery (o eradicate the
scars of mistreatment but
can't afford it. Farticipating
physicians agree to provide
lhui:' Hnl;.'l"ul'.H.'I'_'h fiowr fn.:u-e.

“Annie is the first person
IM've referred,” said Monica

an, one of 8 hali-dozen

THE FACE OF ABUSE |

Dr. Sherman, a Vista physiclan,
says tha surgery helps women
overcome the stigma of abuse,

Here are the un-
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specialists countywide with
the Victims and Witnesses As-
sigtance Program. ] can only
imagine that this will make a
world of difference to her
self-esteem and her ability to
go on."”

Annie was sent (o Dr. Mau
rice Sherman of Yista, who
performed the surgery st
North Coast Surpgery Center
in Ooeanside which also do-
nated its facility and maberi-
als.

“We did two things for An-
nig," Sherman explained. *We
did a seproplasty, which
mieans we straightensd the
cartilage inside her nose o
|  help her breathe, and a rhino-
plasty o straighten the out-
sicle of her nose."

The surgery “was hand
| emotionally and physically,”
Anmse sand. Tt brought back
nightmares, but as | keep get-
ting better, | won't have so
many bad memones.”

That's one of the main
goals of the program, Sher-
man said

“In illh:lﬁa feels good to
| Bive semet g back o soci-
21y, and the I.'Iilljl!ll.[h are very
thankiul because it lets them
put aside their stigma. They
don't have to be constanily re-
mimdied of theeir bad relation-
ship.”

It chidn't take long for An-
s relationship to get ab-
sive, It was only a month after
meeting this “very hand-
somit” man that he began
battering her regularly

“He shoved my head
through a window and ssckied
ma in the stomach and ribs,”
Annie said. “He thres me in-
o walls. Onee it took three
friends to pull him off me. I'd
b afrand for my life, then
he'd apologize.”

I fies of T, e salsa e
stroved many of her posses-
sians, sald her jewelry “prob-
ably For dmg money,™ and
threatensd to kill her family
if sh lefr. Annie eventually
quit her job because of the
siress, and because her
boyfriend remained jobless,
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ABUSE: Victims get help

Combinasd from D

they became homeless.

1 couldn't see a out,” An-
nie said. “Even :n;ﬁ. iy par-
ents made it clear that their
was always open, | didn't want to
go home. | come from a middle-
dul‘:mil:rmdlhlhimdrﬂm

.ﬁ.n:nie is home again, has a
new job, and is receiving counsel-

ing paid for by the state's Victims
of It is fundled by
court fines levied on con-

victed criminals and pays vic-
tims expenses such as medical

piychological services and
lost wages. .

“It helps the victims get their
lives together after tragedies,” i
Lehman said. .

Annie believes the victims

fund and the facial |
|:':m. have helped her Lﬁ

AT
“It's still difficult for me to
talk about it (the battering), but
from the i “Hfh:ﬂ 1
can recognize people my
hoyiriend and get away, she said.
ink 1 could help

to put myself first.
“I'm really thankful to Dr.
Sherman, too. 1 hope other
women learn about pro-
Rrams. ;



